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Assessment of Nagoya University, Faculty of Law 2019
(Undergraduate, Post Graduate School of Law and Law School)

Nari Lee, Ph.D (University of Eastern Finland), LL.D (Kyushu)
Professor of Intellectual Property Law, Hanken School of Economics, Finland
Deputy Director of Intellectual Property Rights University Centre (IPRUC), Finland
Research Visitor (2019, 2017), Cambridge University, Faculty of Law, Cambridge, UK.
Global Hauser Senior Research Fellow (2017), New York University Law School, NY, USA.

In February 2019, the Faculty of Law at Nagoya University has performed an assessment of its
education programmes and research output as a part of its scheduled regular assessment. I was asked
to be a member of the committee of external evaluators and have participated in the meeting and
interviews with faculty members and international students, on the 28" of February 2019. According
to Article 4 of the by-laws of the external evaluation committee of 2009, the task of the committee is
to evaluate the education and research activities of the faculty of law including the education, research
activities, international academic exchange and societal impacts with a view to improve them. I had
the privilege of visiting the Faculty of Law prior to the scheduled formal activities and could
participate in a couple of academic research seminars as well. Prior to the meeting, I have received
information and materials, including a written description of the objectives, implementation plans of
the faculty of law, outcomes of education, research activities, international academic exchanges, as
well as societal impacts, during the reporting period. This assessment is based on those materials
received, general information that are available on their websites, as well as my first hand observation
and the information that was communicated during the meeting and interviews held on the 28th Feb,
2019. Based on my experiences and positions in and outside of Japan, both in law schools and non-
law schools, and in leading research centres, this report focuses on the international education and
research activities, in comparison to other leading universities outside Japan and include some
practical recommendations.

1. Overview of observation

Nagoya University is one of the six national universities that have received Designated National
University status by the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
(MEXT) in 2017 and 2018. The designation is only given to national universities that are considered
at a par with leading international universities for their research and educational excellence. Such
status seems to be well deserved. As was noted in the previous assessment as well as opening
statement given by the Dean of the faculty at the meeting in February, Nagoya University strategically
puts emphasis on the internationalization of the university’s education programmes and student
bodies. Such emphasis seems to be based the awareness of the challenges that Japanese universities
face - dramatic decrease in new students caused by the aging population, uncertainty created by
structural changes in the financing for research, putting emphasis on competitive funding, as well as
the pedagogical need to internationalize student body. In response, Nagoya University seemed to
have chosen to equip local students with outward thinking by internationalize their overseas
collaboration for out-going local students, and to positively integrate incoming international students
into the local community. The strategy seemed to have worked well as the Faculty has impressively
internationalised education programme profile, international student body, and as well as research
output, visible in the publication, in particular by international faculty members.
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A question of sustainability of the international programmes in terms of resources and
disproportionality of student population has been raised by the previous evaluation committee which
still may need to be addressed. This question will be explored more specifically below.

2. Specific Comments on International Education Programmes

Nagoya University today is an impressively internationalized university with an excellent portfolio
of impactful education programmes. In terms of education, Campus Asia project with ambitious joint
educational activities with prestigious universities in China and Korea have been successfully running
for some time, attracting the interests of both local and international students. Campus ASEAN seem
to be equally successful. Personally, the Leading Graduate School Program (The Program for Cross
Border Legal Institution Design) made a great impression as it has resulted in providing both local
and international students with a unique educational experience to collaborate in multi-cultural and
cross disciplinary team.

Nagoya University is clearly in an incomparable top position in terms of integration of the
international students within academic activities of the University among universities in Japan. In
particular, the Centre for Asian Legal Exchange (CALE) represents a best practice of an impactful
education strategy as it effectively combine the goal of legal assistance with education and training
of the elite who will later have huge impact on national policy making. Together with Campus Asia
project, and Leading Graduate School program, CALE has firmly put Nagoya University Faculty of
Law as the hub of the legal research and education among Asian Universities. While they are clearly
successful in short and mid-term, as many of these projects are costly, sustainability of the guaranteed
resource could be a problem in long term. When a successful project such as Leading Graduate School
Program ends, there should be systematic measures in place to internalise the know-hows and
reputation to the education in another programs as well as follow up projects.

Moreover, while the Faculty of Law at Nagoya University is successful in recruiting international
students, some concerns were expressed in motivating local students in its various international
activities as well as recruiting local students to its post graduate programmes. While some efforts
have been made to address them (i.e. Equip Mirai programme), they may require some more attention
to dynamically recruit local students to benefit from its excellent research based education
programme.

Finally, attracting local PhD student may require re-examination of the admission requirements,
including financial structure related to scholarships and the tuition fee. Admission standard — such as
standardized language test, pre-requisite knowledge as well as fee structure cannot be biased in favour
of a particular group of students without clear justification. For example, if tuition fee is waived for
the international students and yet levied on the local students, or scholarships are granted only to
international students, it may be logical that the student body may become disproportionately
international. While scholarship for international students may be considered strategic university
policy, postgraduate programmes in a national university in Japan cannot be solely based on the
international student body.

3. Research output and international publication

Research may be done through the activities of the post graduate students as well as faculty.
Ambitious doctoral students as well as master’s degree students who were participating in the Leading
Graduate School’s seminar clearly showed that Nagoya University’s education is strongly based on
research. Students and faculty members not only have engaged in traditional doctrinal legal research
but also in ambitious projects using interdisciplinary methods. The faculty’s research output seems
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to be quite impressive in productivity as well as diversity in scope. Most publication seem to be
positivist and traditional doctrinal research on national law, which is necessary and at the same time,
there are some publications which are clearly cross disciplinary (i.e. law and opera, linguistic
approach to law), which is highly impressive. In terms of research output, there seem to be clear
increase in the visibility in faculty’s international publication. One small recommendation relates to
the quality of international publications. While faculty does publish internationally including highly
reputed publishing houses such as Kluwer, Mohr Siebeck, publication platform may be too limited to
make the output clearly visible internationally. Other than a handful of international and local faculty
members, publications with internationally reputed publishing house or peer reviewed publication
seem to be relatively scarce, which may need to be encourages more systematically.

4. Societal Impact and life long learning

Nagoya University’s international education programmes, as noted above, has clearly high impact in
various Asian countries, which needs no further commendations. Local societal impact may be
measured through its law school education, but also to what extent, mature students who may have
full time work may be supported. There are some non degree students, but they seem to be targeting
mainly those who seek academic career. As noted by other evaluators in the previous round of
assessment, practitioners may need to either improve their academic knowledge of law to keep their
legal knowledge updated but also may need to diversify their specialist knowledge.

One suggestion could be utilisation of digital learning. Digitalization of education seem to be on
the agenda of many universities’ curricular reforms, with universities developing their own digital
courses as well as Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) and Small Private Online/Open
Courses(SPOCs). If there is a scale, providing digital courses would support students who could
follow some of the courses via distance learning modules, and to allow faculty members to
experiment with different pedagogical philosophy and methods. Digital courses are particularly
useful to engage students who may otherwise be unable to physically to be present in the classroom
teaching. In particular, in our experiences, local post graduate students who may work full time as
practicing lawyers found them particularly useful as they provide flexibility in learning. To attract
local students who may be working or may be on a parental leave, for example, to postgraduate
program, flexibility in scheduling is crucial. Evening classes as well as intensive block /summer
school modules were also proven to be useful in our experience so that the students do not necessarily
have to take a break from works.

Nagoya University already seems well versed in the technology required for digital learning. I
have observed that the students in the Leading Graduate School and Campus Asia and Asean, were
encouraged to use video conferencing tool based presentations and discussions with their supervisors,
which is commendable. Based on the self-description report, I noted that there are already initiatives
to introduce different e-learning experiences which I would encourage. In my own experience, it is
not the sophistication of the technology that matters, but a possibility to provide flexible learning
experiences for students who do not have time to come to classes and willingness of the university
faculty members to use the technology and to support the students’ learning seem to matter most.
Collaboration with established and authentic open course contents providers — in my field, such as
World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO), or European IP Office (EUIPO) was also very useful in
reaching out to the working students who may have different learning needs than full time students.

During the meeting there were some discussions on specialised knowledge versus general
knowledge or skills. A comment was made for example, knowledge on international commercial
arbitration or ADRs should be encouraged, which the University seems to be well aware of, as
exemplified by recent recruitment. Such knowledge however is closely related to generic skills that
student can learn via activities. One pedagogical point that seems to be emphasised by the industry
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as well as educators is so called activity-based learning to equip students with crucial generic skills.
While students may learn basic knowledge of law through traditional method of teaching, problem
solving and analytical skills that the students need to deal with diverse practices may be learned
through action. Nagoya University’s law school seem to already have in its place such tools as moot
court courses (competition course, if possible) as well as the joint project/ research activities for
Leading Graduate School students. The skills that the students learn through activities cannot be
acquired based on lecture-based learning alone and yet would be very important for the global
competence of the students as they will be equipped with problem solution skills, oral presentation
skills, and analytical skills, as well as team works. Such experiences should not only be limitedly
offered to international students but also to the local students as well.
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