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The important notice about the program funding is attached to the end of
this admission guide. All the applicants should read the notice carefully.

Nagoya University Graduate School of Law (referred to as “GSL” or “Graduate School”
below) invites students to apply to the graduate program in “Cross-Border Legal
Institution Design.” This is a new five-year graduate program introduced under the
Program for Leading Graduate Schools, an initiative of the Japanese government.
The program offers a Master’s degree in Comparative Law, and a Doctorate in
Comparative Law.
The Program invites students to apply to the Doctoral course not only from the program
of “Cross-Border Legal Institution Design” but also from other graduate programs in law
or political science.
The program in "Cross-Border Institutional Design" is one of the LL.M. (Comparative
Law) and LL.D. (Comparative Law) tracks in Law and Political Science. The program is
supported by a seven-year funding commitment by the Japanese Ministry of Education
(MEXT), under the Leading Graduate Schools initiative. This external funding
commitment will come to an end on March 31, 2018. Academic work to fulfill degree
requirements will not be affected by the transition, but certain features of the
"Cross-Border Institutional Design" program may be discontinued at that point in time
(specifically, the research stipend, and financial support for overseas research
activities).
Program Outline
This program is aimed at candidates intending to pursue careers in an international
setting, with a focus on the design, adaptation, and implementation of legal institutions
novel to target environments.
The program encourages group research where members from different jurisdictions
work together. A good command of at least one Asian language is required for
candidates proceeding to the Doctorate course.
Given the emphasis on the group research and the transplantation of legal institutions,
those who will enroll in this program from the Doctoral course must take some courses*
offered in the Master’s course.
 Introduction to Joint Research on Comparative Study of Law, Comparative Politics
Workshop, Legal Transplantation and Joint Research Workshop I & II.
Graduates will learn professional skills to propose fresh ideas of legal transplantation
through critical analysis of social problems, to draft laws for social reforms, to work out
understanding and cooperation among stake-holders, and to take leadership in
implementation of transplantation plans.
1. Admission Policy
• Nationality: This program is open to both International and Japanese students.
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• Disciplines: This program is open to those who have completed a course of study in
law or political science.
• Academic Qualifications:
Those who meet one of the following two qualifications are eligible to apply:
(1) Applicants who have completed, or will complete by September 30, 2017, with a
Master’s Degree or an equivalent degree. Graduates of the professional school of
law with the degree of J.D. are regarded as having a Master’s Degree in a foreign
country.
(2) Applicants who have completed, or will complete by September 30, 2017, with a
Master’s Degree or an equivalent degree. Graduates of the professional school of
law with the degree of J.D. are regarded as having a Master’s Degree in Japanese
Universities.
• Language Proficiency: Sufficient English proficiency is required. (See Submission
of application (7) below.)
Admitted students are expected to pursue mastery, if appropriate, of one Asian
language (beyond their native language) during the Master’s course. A good command
of at least one Asian language beyond the candidate's native language is required for
entry into the Doctorate course.
Those who enroll in the Doctorate course from the course other than the program of
“Cross-Border Legal Institution Design” are expected to pursue a mastery of one Asian
language by completion of the Doctoral course.
2. Admission Openings
There are a few openings in the Program each year.
3. Application Procedures
Those who wish to apply for the graduate program “Cross-Border Legal Institution
Design” should obtain application documents from the website
http://www.law.nagoya-u.ac.jp/project/en/Leading/recruit.html
• Application periods
Application documents are accepted during the following periods.
Early Admission

October 3 (Monday), 2016 – January 20(Friday), 2017

Rolling Admission March 13 (Monday), 2017– June 9 (Friday), 2017
(1) Rolling Admission is contingent on the availability of remaining places following the
Early Admission cycle.
(2) Each applicant can only apply once each year, regardless of Early Admission or
Rolling Admission.
(3) An application is deemed received for purposes of processing on the date that the
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relevant application fee and all necessary documents have been submitted.
(4) Email notification of the receipt of complete applications, and of the admission
cycle in which they will be reviewed, will be sent to each applicant.
• Submission of application
Applications with supporting documents, listed below, should be submitted to the
Student Affairs Section of the GSL Administrative Office by registered mail (EMS, UPS,
FedEx or DHL), no later than the deadline of application given above.
(1) Application Data Sheet [Form No.1];
(2) Application for Admission to the Program “Cross-Border Legal Institution
Design” 2017 [Form No.2];
(3) Field of Study and Proposed Study Program [Form No.3];
(4) A certificate of master’s program issued by the university attended and the degree
or certificate of graduation from the undergraduate school. Those who have
completed or are expected to complete the Master’s program at the Graduate
School of Law, Nagoya University do not have to submit these certificates;
(5) Three copies of the Master’s thesis or academic papers of similar nature and
abstract on one A4 paper. Three copies of a supplementary thesis or paper may
also be attached. Those who are expected to complete the Master’s program at
Graduate School of Law, Nagoya University do not have to submit these papers;
(6) An official transcript(s) of academic record of a master’s program and transcript of
undergraduate studies issued by the university or universities attended by the
applicant. If original documents are not available, certified copies of the original
documents should be supplied.
Important notes: Transcripts should be accompanied by the grading system
adopted by the issuing institution, clearly describing the correspondence
between number grades and letter grades (A, B, C) and other grading rules;
(7) Certificates of English proficiency.
TOEFL: 80 iBT; 213 CBT; or 550 PBT (The higher score that the scores listed left
is highly recommended.), IELTS: 6
Documents certifying English Language Proficiency: An official score report of
TOEFL* (Test of English as a Foreign Language), IELTS (International English
Language Testing System), or TOEIC (Test of English for International
Communication). Score reports must be sent directly from the institution providing
the testing service to the Graduate School;
* In principle, we cannot accept institutional TOEFL Program (TOEFL-ITP)
score result. If submitted, a TOEFL-ITP score result must be accompanied by a
statement of the reason why an official TOEFL score report is not possible.
(8) A letter of recommendation [Form No.4]: A person who knows the applicant well
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must write a recommendation and place it in a sealed envelope. The person
writing the recommendation may be from any organization including Nagoya
University. The applicant must submit this sealed recommendation along with the
other application documents. In addition, the applicant may submit a letter of
recommendation issued by the dean of the faculty where the applicant attended or
currently attends. (This letter is to be addressed to the Dean of the Graduate
School of Law, Nagoya University);
(9) Three photographs (4.5 cm × 3.5 cm in size) taken within the past six months with
the applicant’s name and nationality written on the back, one of which should be
pasted on the application form;
(10) A list of theses, articles or any books that the applicant has published, if any,
providing the title, date of publication, name of publisher and a summary for each
item;
(11) Proof of citizenship, nationality or enlistment on family register for those applying
from abroad (e.g. a copy of passport); and,
(12) Application fee: For applicants holding a Master Degree or equivalent from an
overseas institution, the application fee is JPY 5,000. For applicants holding a
Master Degree from a Japanese institution, the application fee is JPY 30,000.
Payment may be made by credit card via the following website (select
Examination

Fee,

then

“Nagoya

University,

Graduate

Schools”):

http://e-shiharai.net/english. Accepted credit cards are VISA, MasterCard,
American Express, JCB, China UnionPay, and Alipay. Alternatively, payment may
be made by Japanese postal money order made out to “Nagoya University” as
payee. Those who will receive a Master’s degree in September 2017 from Nagoya
University and wish to apply to the Graduate School of Law, Doctoral Program do
not need to pay the examination fee. The students funded by the Japanese
government

(“Monbukagakusho

scholarship

students”)

do

not

pay

the

examination fee either. Such students need to submit the certificate of their
scholarship unless they are currently enrolled in Nagoya University.
Related notes:
(1) Submitted documents will not be returned.
(2) Incomplete and late applications will not be considered. After applications are filed,
changes in submitted documents will not be permitted. In addition, we will not
accept applications unless all documents for application are sent by registered mail
(EMS, UPS, FedEx or DHL). Applications via facsimiles or e-mail are not
acceptable.
(3) A false statement, misrepresentation or omission provided by the applicant in
applications may be the basis for denial of admission or dismissal from the
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Graduate School.
4. Screening Process and Notification
• Screening by the Nagoya University Graduate School of Law and notification:
a．There is a primary screening of applicants followed by a secondary screening. In
the primary screening, candidates are shortlisted based on submitted application
documents. Secondary Screening will be conducted only for shortlisted applicants.
Admission offers will be made to successful candidates following the Secondary
Screening.
b. The results of the primary screening will be announced on the program website
(URL: http://www.law.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~leading/en/index-e.html) by February 3
(Friday), 2017. In addition, applicants who pass the primary screening will receive
the Primary Screening Results via personal e-mail. Applicants who do not receive
a personal e-mail notice by the designated date and are unable to access
screening results via the website should contact the Student Affairs Section of the
GSL Administrative Office (see “10. Contacts” below) directly with any queries
concerning the status of their application.
c. The date, time and location of the secondary screening, as well as the screening
method, will be announced along with the primary screening results by e-mail.
(In the event of interview, either in person or via video conference system such as
Skype,, academic questions concerning areas covered by the program and the
candidate's related accomplishments, interests and objectives may be asked.)
The Secondary Screening will take place during the period from February 13 (Monday),
2017 – March 3 (Friday), 2017.
• Research Stipend:
The Graduate School will decide the award of research stipend for applicants in the
same screening procedure described in “Screening by the Nagoya University
Graduate School of Law and notification” above. The selection will be made on the
basis of merit, in the sole discretion of the Graduate School.
• Announcement of Results
Admission

results

will

be

announced

on

the

program

website

(URL:

http://www.law.nagoya-u.ac.jp/project/en/Leading/recruit.html) by March 10 (Friday),
2017. Admission results of the rolling admission will be announced by email to the
applicant.
Successful applicants will be notified of their results both by e-mail and regular mail to
the address indicated on their Application Form.
Applicants who have been placed on a waiting list and those who were unsuccessful will
be notified by e-mail only.
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5. Notice to Withdraw
Since there are limited spaces for the research stipend and tuition waiver, anyone
wishing to withdraw their application for any reason must submit their Notice to
Withdraw no later than the designated date in September 2017 (to be determined).
Failure to submit the notice by this date will prevent the student from applying in the
future.
6. Enrollment Procedures
University enrollment forms will be sent to successful applicants together with an
admission letter. Please note that a payment must be made as indicated below.
(1) Payment of the registration fee
To pay the registration fee (JPY 282,000), please refer to the enrollment guidelines
sent with the admission letter. Registration fee must be paid on the designated date
in September 2017 (to be determined). The applicant who is unable to pay the
registration fee by the deadlines may apply for the deferred payment. (See “10.
Contacts” below)
(2) Other fees required for admission are as follows (subject to change):
The Tuition is JPY 267,900 per semester and JPY 535,800 yearly.
Premium of JPY 3,300 for Personal Accident Insurance for Students’ Education and
Research
Payment must be done by the designated date for each semester.
Notes:
(1) If respective fees are not paid by the stipulated deadline, the applicant will be
regarded as having withdrawn from the admission process. If there is any change
made in the registration fee between receipt of payment and entry into the
University, the revised fees will apply to the original application.
(2) When paying the registration fee, please refer to the enrollment guidelines sent
with the Admission Offer.
(3) The registration fee is not refundable.
(4) Candidates must register for enrollment on the designated date in September 2017
(to be determined) at the Student Affairs Section of the GSL Administrative Office.
(Autumn semester begins on October 1 and ends on March 31 of the following year.
Spring semester begins on April 1 and ends on September 30.)
7. Research Stipend (subject to taxation under certain conditions)
The applicants can apply for the research stipend of JPY 200,000 per month for 6
months. Grantees are selected by the merit-based selection procedure. The rules of the
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research stipend do not allow the recipient of the research stipend to have a job. The
application for research stipend for the Doctorate course will be announced in due
course.
Please note that the amount of the research stipend is subject to change depending on
the annual budget of each year.
Notes:
The funding of this program (“Cross-Border Legal Institution Design”) will come to an
end on March 31, 2018. The research stipend will not be available unless otherwise
funded.
(1) In case that the grantee is long absent from the university, the stipend will be
cancelled.
(2) Stipend will be cancelled for a grantee in the following cases:
a) Any of the application documents is found to be falsely stated;
b) The grantee is subjected to disciplinary action, such as expulsion or removal
from register, taken by Nagoya University;
c) When it becomes definitive that the grantee will not be able to complete the
program within the standard course term because of poor academic
achievement or suspension;
d) The grantee leaves Nagoya University or transfers to other graduate school;
e) The grantee’s visa status of “College Student” as defined in Paragraph 1-4 of
Appendix to the Immigration Control and Refugee Recognition Act changes to
any other status;
f) The grantee is provided with another scholarship (except for a fellowship
designated for research expenses);
• Tuition Waivers
Students can apply for a tuition waiver for each year under the general rules of Nagoya
University. For details, please contact Student Support Counter below.
Student Support Counter
Educational Affairs Division, School of Humanities and Social Sciences
Nagoya University
Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-8601 JAPAN
8. Others
(1) All personal information submitted to Nagoya University is managed in compliance
with the “Act on the Protection of Personal Information Held by Independent
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Administrative Agencies” 1 and the “Management of Nagoya University Students’
Personal Information.”
(2) Personal information related to the applicant, such as a name, address, date of
birth, etc., will be used only for the purpose of admissions, announcement of results,
and enrollment procedures.
(3) The purposes enumerated under (2) above include, but are not limited to, the use
of personal information related to the applicant and admission evaluation results for
the purpose of improving future selection procedures. Furthermore, the personal
details of applicants admitted to Nagoya University will be used for i) academic
affairs (student registration, academic advising, etc.), ii) student welfare services
(health care, career services, tuition exemption, scholarship applications, etc.), and
iii) tuition fees payment.
(4) All times indicated in the Admission Requirements refer to Japan Standard Time
(JST).
9. Changes in examination schedule and procedures due to unforeseen
circumstances
The examination schedule and selection measures may be modified in the event of
an outbreak of infectious disease or other unforeseen circumstances. Please check
the website regularly for the latest notices, especially in the days preceding the
application and examination periods.
Website URL: http://www.law.nagoya-u.ac.jp/~leading/en/index-e.html
10. Contacts
Inquiries:
Admission Office of Graduate School of Law
Nagoya University
Fax: +81[Japan]-(0)52-747-6961
Email: leading@law.nagoya-u.ac.jp
All documents required for applications should be submitted to:
Student Affairs Section of the Administrative Office
Graduate School of Law
Nagoya University
Furo-cho, Chikusa-ku
Nagoya, 464-8601, Japan
1

Act on the Protection of Personal Information Held by Independent Administrative Agencies,
available at: http://www.japaneselawtranslation.go.jp/law/detail_main?re=02&vm=&id=130
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Applications with supporting documents should be submitted by registered mail (EMS,
UPS, FedEx or DHL), no later than the deadline of application given above.
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September 1, 2016

Important Notice: Integration of “the Leading Program” into “the
Postgraduate Program in Law and Political Science”
Background
The Program for Leading Graduate Schools was introduced nationwide in 2011 with
special funding by the Japanese Ministry of Education. The special funding covers a
period of seven years.

Nagoya University Graduate School of Law introduced the

"Cross-Border Legal Institution Design" program in 2011 as part of its Postgraduate
Program in Law and Political Science. Special funding for the "Cross-Border Legal
Institution Design" program will end in March 2018, and the program will be integrated
into the Postgraduate Program in Law and Political Science from April 1, 2018. There
will be some important changes with this integration. This notice will explain what
changes will take place from April 2018.

Expected Changes
1. Research Stipend
Currently, a majority of graduate students accepted by the program are offered a
monthly research stipend of JPY 200,000 . From April 2018, this stipend will be
discontinued and each student will be responsible for the costs associated with
their program. Though the program is seeking alternative sources of funding to
cover the various costs of learning, the program has not yet obtained any alternative
funding. All applicants and students must be aware of this change.

2. Summer Internship Grant
The program offers substantial grants that allow students to pursue overseas
internships and field research during their summer break. The summer internship
grant will be discontinued from the summer of 2018.

The alternative funding

situation is the same as that of the research stipend.

3. Asian Language Training
The program asks students to achieve a practical command of one Asian language
during the five year period.

The program currently provides special tutorial

learning for students during their first two years.

Except for the language

programs provided by Nagoya University, special tutorial arrangements will not be
provided from April 2018.

4. Educational Program (curriculum)

(1) The program requires students to take courses that operate under special funding,
namely Seminars in International Law and Politics (the course name for the summer
internship and field research). Since the special funding for these courses will no
longer be available from April 2018, these courses will be offered as optional rather
than compulsory. The costs related to summer internship are the responsibility of
the students.
(2) The program requires students to take a substantial number of courses during the
first two years of study (the program for a Master’s degree). All required courses
will become optional from April 2018.
(3) Nagoya University Graduate School of Law will, however, continue to offer the
"Cross-Border Legal Institution Design" program.

Students who complete the

program will receive a degree certificate with special mention certifying the
student’s completion of the program in "Cross-Border Legal Institution Design."
(4) From April 2018, the "Cross-Border Legal Institution Design" program will accept
graduate students from the Postgraduate Program in Law and Political Science.
Those who are accepted will be asked to take some specified courses in order to
receive a degree certificate with the special mention. The program may provide
students with funds for overseas summer internships and field research.
The course requirements and related funding will be explained in a separate brochure.
Prof. Yoshiharu MATSUURA
Coordinator, "Cross-Border Legal Institution Design"
(Program for Leading Graduate Schools)

